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Fditorial: Talk issues, stop attacks 


Monday will mark the first official head-to-head debate of the 2016 
presidential election cycle. Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton and 
Republican candidate Donald Trump will face off for 90 minutes at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, New York. NBC anchor Lester Holt will moderate 
the debate, which will be split into six segments. The announced topics are: 


Wt 


“Achieving prosperity,” “securing America” and “America’s direction.” 


This has been a long, nasty campaign season. We have every reason to 
believe this debate — and the other three scheduled, including one vice 
presidential debate — will be more of the same. This is a shame. The voters 


deserve so much more than they assuredly are about to receive. 


On Trump’s side, his debate strategy in the Republican primary debates has 
positive reinforcement. That approach basically consists of zero debate 
preparation. (That is, unless you count the amount of time it takes him to 
come up with schoolyard bully taunts like “Lyin’ Ted,” “Little Marco” and 
“Crooked Hillary.”) He surely sees doing his homework as a liability, as 


facts only will get in the way of his improvisations. 


On the Clinton side of the ledger, she is hyper-focused on details, to a fault. 


You can bet she will be cramming for this test until the very last minute. 


Despite this, she knows she won’t be fighting the same battle as Trump. 
Look for her to try to draw Trump out in an effort to bait him into spilling 


another gaffe-laden performance in front of the American people. 


That’s what we’re expecting to see, but here’s what we’d like to ask: How 
long can either of you go before unleashing a personal attack? We need 
specifics on your ideas, not generalities from both of you. The future of our 


country is hanging in the balance. “Believe me” isn’t going to cut it. 


